Register of Free Negros 1850-1864

Electronically reformatted in 2022
by the Library of Virginia and J. Barrett Chappell, Jr., Clerk

Instructions/Helpful Tips

Until the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution outlawed slavery in 1865, African
Americans in Virginia were either free or enslaved. Free African Americans were required to
register themselves. The resulting lists, known as “Free Negro Registers,” often note whether an
individual was born free or, if not, the name of the individual who manumitted him or her.

1. The index starts on page 4 of the pdf and the page is labeled al. This has all the persons

with a last name that starts with A. The page number listed next to the name is the page

index you will look for in the pdf.

The index continues through the alphabet to page 51 of the pdf

3. Not all letters of the alphabet have an index page associated with it and were not included in
the original book as well.

4. Once you find the page number you are looking for can scroll to the page in the pdf or enter
the page label as 1a or 1b, 2a or 2D, etc.

5. The pages should be read across both pages. Page 1 would include 1a and 1b and should be
read across both pages. Below is an example for Anderson Malone.
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