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Joyce Myrick Simmons was born to the late Cornelious Myrick, Jr. and Yvonne Edwards Myrick
on February 8, 1945 in Dinwiddie County. She is the oldest of three siblings, with a younger
sister named Barbara, and a late brother, Wallace (Zeke).

Joyce was raised on the corner of Old Stage Road and Flatfoot Road. Her grandfather owned
J.E. Edwards Grocery and later passed the torch to her mother. Joyce began work at the store
at an early age. While she did not always enjoy working as a youngster, she now fully
understands this work was the foundation for a good life. She inherited a strong work ethic,
along with how to respect, love and care for others.

Joyce was educated in Dinwiddie County and graduated from Southside High School.
Following graduation, she attended Virginia Union University where she received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Education. She continued postgraduate study at VUU in Business
Education.

After graduation from Virginia Union University, Joyce Myrick married the late Alpheus G.
Simmons, who was enlisted in the Army and serving our Country. When they were first
married, Mr. Simmons was stationed in Wildflecken, Germany, where the newlyweds had the
opportunity to live for one year. While in Germany, Mrs. Simmons used her teaching
knowledge to work with middle and high school students. She recalls feeling truly blessed to
be able to travel around Europe during that time. Through her marriage, God blessed Mrs.
Simmons with a wonderful family. Her father and mother in-law, the late Samuel and
Catherine Simmons, brothers-in-law Sammy and Cee, and sister-in law Jackie.

Upon their return to the United States, Mr. and Mrs. Simmons purchased a home in Dinwiddie
County and started a family. They were blessed with three lovely daughters, Tondrea D’Anne,
Andrea Nicole, and Brandi Richelle. Mrs. Simmons also has two God-Daughters, Patricia
Goode and Shelby Carswell, and a Son-in-Law, Desmond Seaborn. Mrs. Simmons is
grandmother to five wonderful grandchildren, Jaylen, Jordan, Justin, Cruz, and Charlie.



Mrs. Simmons worked as a secretary at Dinwiddie County Middle School for four years before
becoming an Elementary School Teacher. She taught at various grade levels in Dinwiddie
County Public Schools over the next 34 years.

In retirement, Mrs. Simmons enjoys entertaining and preparing meals for family and friends
in her home. She loves shopping and lunching with her many close friends. Most of all she
enjoys spending time and traveling with her children and grandchildren. Mrs. Simmons shared
it has been truly wonderful having her only granddaughter, Charlie, living next door and she
gets to put her on the bus each morning and get her off of the bus in the afternoons. The two
consider this their special time together and they have so much fun and share many secrets.

Mrs. Simmons accepted Christ at an early age and He continues to be the head of her life
today. She was baptized in Little Zion Baptist Church in Carson, Virginia where she has served
as a member of the choir, worked with the children’s ministry, seniors’ ministry, and is always
willing to fill in wherever needed. She remains an active member there today.

In addition to family and church activities, Mrs. Simmons is very active in the community. She
has volunteered with the American Cancer Society for more than 20 years, served on the
Board of Directors of Crater Community Hospice, is a member of the Virginia Birdies, and
currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Carson Youth Empowerment Center.

Mrs. Simmons shared that she has been truly blessed with a wonderful and God-sent sister,
family and friends; and outstanding church family; and the best neighbors in the world. Her
motto is “To God be the Glory.”

Mrs. Simmons’ mother, Yvonne Edwards Myrick, was a Hometown Hero in 2016 and her uncle,
Reverend Daniel Edwards, was recognized as a Centenarian in 2021.



