





trees, minerals, and mineral lands. In addition to the amount of tax due, the description of each
parcel may include references to the parcel on local tax maps, deed book references to transfer to
the current owner, and the value for the land, building(s) and the total assessment.

Uses of land tax records

The most frequent use of land tax records is for the direct information recorded: name of the
property owner, quantity of land owned, location of land, amount of tax imposed, or changes in
ownership. Comparative analysis of land tax records from year to year may lead to conclusions
about social, economic and agricultural history, as well as the status of certain individuals or groups
of landowners within a locality.

For genealogical researchers land tax records may help distinguish between individuals by the same
name living in a locality at the same time. John Jones living in the upper district will be distinct on
the tax records from the John Jones living in the lower district or owning different acreage.

Land tax records are a substitute for records in those counties where destruction of the original
deeds, wills and other records has occurred. By studying the lists from year to year, the researcher
may trace an ancestor to determine the date of departure from the locality, or possibly, the year of
death. The name of a taxpayer will continue on the tax list, noted as "deceased" or "estate", until
the estate is settled. Careful reading of marginal notes and the entries for other taxpayers who
might have inherited or received land from the deceased’s estate can help support evidence about
genealogical relationships gathered from other sources.

Land taxrecordsalso are used to helpdate structures. Beginning in 1820 and continuing thereafter
acolumn was added to the tax list for "Sum added to land on account of buildings”. An increase
in figures reported in this column from one year to the next may indicate the addition of a new
building or improvements to an existing structure. Such information from the land tax records,
used in conjunction with physical evidence from the structure itself and other evidence, may lead
to conclusions about the period during which a structure was erected.

Availability of records for research

Land tax records in the Archives are available for use without prior arrangements. The surviving
records for each county for the period 1782 through 1850 are available on microfilm. Also,
microfilm copies for this period circulate through the interlibrary loan system of local libraries. A
list, available upon request, shows microfilm reel numbers and dates covered for each county.
Original land tax records for the period 1782 to 1850 have been withdrawn from circulation since
microfilm copies are available.

Original land tax records dating from 1851 to the present are available for use in the Archives
Research Room. The research archivist will instruct researchers how to obtain the records. Please
use extreme care in handling original records as many of them are fragile.
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